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 Congratulations to our Newly Ordained Deacons:  David 
Hust,  Matthew Suniga, Jose Gutierrez and Paul Foltyn. 

Deaconate  
Ordination at the Co-
Cathedral  
on May 13th:   



 
Candice Tyrrell, Matthew Suniga, Larry Massey and Ed Tyrrell in Narthex before 
Diaconate Ordination Mass at the Co-Cathedral on May 13th.   Deacon Matthew 
Suniga and his proud parents Gilbert and Julie after his ordination below.   



Sr. Anita Brenek, Sr. Gina Iadanza, Deacon Matthew Suniga, Terrie Mancini and 
Sr. Rosalie Karstedt at the Diaconal Ordination on May 13th at St. Mary’s Semi-
nary.  Bottom:  Photo of Sts. Simon & Jude Serran’s at the Diaconal Ordination on 
Saturday, May 13th at the Co-Cathedral with Deacon Jose Gutierrez.   



Sisters Anita Brenek & Rosalie Karstedt joined Deacon José Luis Gutierrez after he assisted at Mass for his first 
time as a Deacon at St. Ambrose. He was ordained to the Diaconate on Saturday for the Archdiocese of Gal-
veston-Houston. Both Sisters, from the vocations office and seminary staff, look forward to this new Deacon’s 
service to our Church. 

Long time Serran, Terrie Mancini celebrates her 90th birthday with  her family. 
Terrie has been a dedicated Serran for  nineteen years and has done so much for 
the club, all the priests, seminarians and clergy.  It is a privilege to know Terrie 
and how dedicated she and her late husband Tom Mancini have been to Serra.  We 
owe you a great deal of thanks for your participation in all the clubs activities and 
support.   Happy Birthday Terrie!!!!!!! 





Rick Arriola’s Chant Workshop presented on May 6th at St. Ignatius with Music 
Director Chris Bearer.  Forty people attended the workshop.  This group of singers 
spent the whole day learning about chant and then sang for the evening Mass! It 
was a lot of fun. Thank you to all who participated!   

Left to right:  Marti Flasch, Rick Arriola, Lynn Lewis and Chris Bearer. 



 

 

Christ the Good Shepherd celebrated a High School Graduation 
Mass on May 25th with Fr. Desy Daniels celebrant!  34 students 
from various high schools attended.  Serran’s, Mike & Peggy 
O'Neil, and Ed & Candice Tyrrell passed out Newman Connection 
Student Info Cards to keep students connected to Catholic Cam-
pus Ministries! 
  



Getting to know our Seminarians:   
 
Luke Prihoda  

Home Parish: St. Michael, Houston, TX 

My name is Luke Prihoda, and I grew up in Weimar, TX in which I attended St. 
Michael’s Catholic School from 1st – 8th grade. I was blessed to attend college on a 
baseball scholarship and was able to receive my Bachelors’ of Business Admin-
istration from Sam Houston State. After my senior year, I was drafted by the Arizo-
na Diamondbacks organization and would play 4 years of minor league baseball 
including a season in the New York Yankees organization. During my final offsea-
son of baseball, I attended a baseball mission trip in Germany. After baseball, I uti-
lized my degree for the next 3.5 years at a mutual fund company in Houston called 
Invesco. During that time, I attended St. Michael’s off Sage and became involved 
with the Youth Ministry with the Junior High students as well as the LIFT Bible 
study on Monday nights. During my time in the business world, I found myself not 
being fulfilled and decided to try and find a path that would lead me to fulfillment. 
The past two years, I have been in Kingsville TX as the Pitching Coach for Texas 
A&M Kingsville. During my time in Kingsville, I joined the ACTS Community, 
joined Theology on Tap, attended St. Gertrude’s Deepening our faith and assisted 
with our team bible study. I have been part of the Knights of Columbus in Weimar 
since 2010. During the ACTS retreats, I felt the call to serve God in another capac-
ity for about the 3rd or 4th time since I retired from baseball and decided to actually 
start discerning to see if God wanted me to follow Him and start formation towards 
Priesthood. After attending the Discernment Retreat at St. Mary’s in December, I 
started attending daily Mass, adoration, reading scriptures, and praying consistent-
ly. In February, I decided to apply for the Galveston-Houston Archdiocese and con-
tinued to grow in faith and received many graces and blessings during the applica-
tion process. I have grown closer to our Heavenly Father, Jesus Christ and our 
Mother of Heaven and Earth Mary. I am more at peace than ever and cannot wait 
to enter seminary in August and continue discerning the call to God’s Will for my 
life.  

 



 

Favorite Scripture: “As Iron sharpens Iron, so a friend sharpens a friend!” 
– Proverbs 27:17  

I chose this verse because of the constant blessings of friends and family 
who have shaped my faith. Without people around me who discussed and 
shared their faith with me as well as encouraged me to discern God’s Will, 
I would never have made it this far down the path. Encouragement of 
young men and women to vocations is the best way to get young men and 
women to start the discernment process. 



 Getting to know our seminarians: 

 

Home Parish: St. Laurence, Sugar Land, 
TX  

 

I grew up in Sugar Land, TX with my twin brother Kevin and my younger 
sister Kate.  My parents, Dave and Eilis, absolutely never let me miss a 
Sunday mass, even when I begged. I attended St. Laurence Catholic 
School from preschool through 8th grade. I was very fortunate to be im-
mersed in the Catholic faith at an early stage, but I did not make a true 
commitment to follow Christ until high school. My freshman year at Strake 
Jesuit, I was fortunate enough to be taught by three priests. I found myself 
very drawn to Christ through these men, and very drawn to the priesthood 
as a result. I specifically remember falling in love with the scriptures and 
salvation history in my freshman Theology class, taught by Fr. Mark 
Thibodeaux. I will forever be grateful to him for motivating me to seek a 
deeper relationship with Jesus Christ. 

I chose to attend Texas A&M University for college. I was very involved at 
St. Mary’s Catholic Center, and my wonderful experiences with the priests 
only made me consider the vocation even more. I lived with five holy Cath-
olic men at the house we named Padre Pio’s Pad, and they all remain a 
very important part of my life today.  I graduated with a Bachelor of Arts in 
Philosophy. I originally chose this major thinking I would go study Theology 
as a layperson (this way, I could be married), but God continued to pull me 
towards the priesthood. After spending a few years considering a couple of 
religious orders, I ultimately decided to apply to the Archdiocese of Galves-
ton-Houston. I feel this is my home, and I want to spend my life serving the 
diverse communities in and around Houston. 



Favorite Scripture: Romans 12:1-2 

“I appeal to you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your 
bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spir-
itual worship. Do not be conformed to this world but be transformed by the 
renewal of your mind, that you may prove what is the will of God, what is 
good and acceptable and perfect.” 

This was the verse my college roommates chose to be a sort of house mo-
to. I think that all men pursuing Christ must work very hard “not [to be] con-
formed to this world.” I think we live in a time where many people tend to 
believe that “only the weak go to Church.” As men, we may feel embar-
rassed to “fall in love” with Christ. We cannot believe these lies. We must 
be transformed by Him. 



All the Serran’s want  to thank Terrie Mancini for all her many hours of 
hard work and  perseverance to get the Roster Book completed for all 
of us.    
 
Also a big thank you to Ginger Anton, Chuck & Fran Horgan,   
Evelyn Scott and Candice Tyrrell for putting the booklets together.     

DID YOU KNOW that there are special seminaries for men entering the 
priesthood later in life, seminaries where students range from ages 25 to 
60?  Many of these men have thought about being a priest at one time or 
another but, for whatever reason, pushed the idea to the back of their 
minds.  They are men who have made a career change to a second         
vocation, the priesthood.  They’re ordinary people, men who have been 
electricians, teachers, barbers, policemen, social workers, businessmen, 
farmers, dentists.  Some are widowers, even grandfathers.  Diverse 
though their backgrounds may be, they now share one aim in life: to be-
come a priest and serve God’s people.  Could you be one of them? 

Congratulations to our 
Serra Chaplain, Father 
James Burkart, on his 
24

th
 Priestly Ordination 

Anniversary May 
22

nd
!!!  

 



Let Us Continue to Pray For Our Priests, Seminarians 

and Clergy 

Serra Club of North Houston Board Members 
 
President… Candice Tyrrell 
President  Elect… 
VP of Programs...Susan Stawaisz 
VP of Membership…Phil Dugan 
VP of Vocations… Carol Cason 
VP of Communications…Lynn Lewis 
Treasurer…Pat Kocan 
Secretary...Yolanda Cadena 
Trustee...Maria Vitucci  
Trustee….Patty Sukala-McCollum 
Trustee….Trustee….Terrie Mancini 
Chaplain...Father James Burkart 
 
 
Newsletter ...Lynn Lewis 
 

Dates To Remember 
 
March 30th….St. Edwards Meeting 
Lisa May  Archdiocese Dir of  Archives  
April 27th ….Fr. Jean Luc Zadroga 
Benedictine Monk  from  St. Vincent’s 
Monastery  in PA. 
May 25th …New Member  
Orientation 
June 25th ...Installation of New  
Officers at the Seminary 

Serra Prayer for the Perseverance of Vocations 
 
O God, You have constituted Your only-begotten Son supreme and eternal 
Priest for the glory of Your majesty and the salvation of mankind: grant 
that those whom He has chosen ministers and dispensers of His mysteries 
may be found faithful in fulfilling the ministry they have received.  Amen 

A sense of humor is a 
gift from God. Laughter 
unites us. Funny things 
help us get through the 
humdrum of life. With-
out humor this would 

be a lot harder. 

Pope’s mission 
of  love inspires 

the nation. 

A priest, a minister and a rabbi are discussing when life begins. The priests says,  
 
“It begins at conception”. The minister says, “Life begins at 24 weeks gestation”. 
 
 The rabbi says, “You are both wrong, Life begins when the kids move out of the  
 
house and the dog dies.” 

Vocations crisis 
needs fervent 
prayer not despair 
or lax admissions 

Dates To Remember 
June 25th-28th…Serra  International  
Convention in Rome 
July 26th...Deacon Nick Thompson-St. 
Edwards Social Hall @7:15 P.M. 
August 23rd...Seminarian David Hust-CGS 
Social Hall @ 7:15 P.M. 
Sept. 27th...Christopher Dowling Director 
Advancement UT, discerning @ CGS    
Social Hall @ 7:15 P.M. 

https://www.google.com/search?q=holy+pictures&biw=1280&bih=908&tbm=isch&imgil=1AxuX66SFwYCxM%253A%253BDYx1i5NH8ugYqM%253Bhttp%25253A%25252F%25252Fwww.catholictradition.org%25252FChrist%25252Fholy-wounds3.htm&source=iu&pf=m&fir=1AxuX66SFwYCxM%253A%252CDYx

